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LATE  NEWS 


The  1955  Brazil  nut  crop  in  the  Amazon  Valley  is  now  estimated 
at  35,300  short  tons;,  compared  with  33,700  tons  in  195^.    The  harvest 
began  in  January  -with  about  500  tons  entering  the  Belem  and  Manaus 
markets.    F.o.b.  prices  to  the  United  States  were  13  to  li|-l/2  cents  per 
pound  for  unshelled,  and  55  to  58  cents  for  shelled. 

An  additional  export  quota  of  25,000  Indian  hales  of  Bengal  desi 
cotton  up  to  11/16  inch,  announced  by  the  Government  of  India  on 
February  8,  1955,  brings  the  total  allocation  of  Bengal  cotton  for 
export  from  the  195^-55  crop  to  100,000  Indian  bales  (equivalent  to 
81,500  bales  of  500  pounds  gross).    In  addition  to  the  Bengals,  the 
announcement  also  authorized  export  of  25,000  Indian  bales  of  other 
short  staple  cotton  up  to  ll/l6  inch,  and  of  25,000  Indian  bales  of 
old-crop  cotton  up  to  3 A  inch.    The  total  export  quota  for  cotton 
from  the  195*4-55  crop  now  stands  at  200,000  Indian  bales  (163,000  bales 
of  500  pounds  gross) . 

Cotton  mill  consumption  in  Canada  during  January  1955  amounted  to 
28,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  dropping  12  percent  from  the  32,000  bales 
consumed  in  December  195^,  but  27  percent  ahead  of  January  a  year  ago. 
Total  consumption  for  the  6-month  period  August  195^ -January  1955  amounted 
to  173,000  bales  or  11  percent  above  the  156,000  bale  consumption  in  the 
comparable  period  of  the  previous  year. 


(Continued  on  Page  210) 
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the  addressograph  imprint  with  your  name  and  address,  pencil  "drop"  upon 
it,  and  send  it  to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Room  5922,  U.  S. 
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ENGLISH  SEED  PRICES 
REFLECT  SCARCITY 

The  disastrous  seed  harvest  of  195*1.  is  reflected  in  scarcity  and  high 
prices  for  seeds  in  England  judging  by  the  retail  prices  given  in  the 
spring  seed  catalogues.    This  situation,  according  to  an  article  in  the 
February  k,  1955  issue  of  the  Farmer's  Weekly  (England),  is  so  serious 
that  many  of  the  standard  hay  and  pasture  mixtures  contain  "economy 
substitutes".    And,  it  is  believed  that  some  kinds  are  so  high  priced  that 
farmers  will  not  plant  them  except  for  special  purposes. 

Normally  England  produces  a  sizeable  proportion  of  its  annual  requirements 
of  grass  and  legume  seeds.    The  crop  failures  in  England  and  most  of  the 
European  exporting  countries,  as  well  as  in  North  America,  resulted  in 
short  supplies.    World  seed  prices  have  risen  to  nearly  double  the  195^ 
level. 

This  situation,  according  to  the  above  mentioned  article,  has  driven  many 
seed  prices  to  levels  nearly  double  the  195U  prices.  This  varies  accord- 
ing to  kind  of  seed  as  shown  below. 


Kind  and  Variety 

Pedigree  English  Ryegrass  (annual) 
Short  Rotation  Ryegrass  (annual) 
S  1U3  Orchardgrass 
Scot's  Leafy  Timothy 
English  Broad  Red  Clover 
Du  Puit  Alfalfa 


2k 
30 
35 

k2 
63 
119 


195^ 
cents  per  pound 


1955 

U9  cents 
56 
61 

63 
ikO 

1^7 


PHILIPPINE  DEMAND  FOR  U.  S. 
FLOUR  EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE 

Although  the  current  dollar  exchange  program  has  imposed  a  virtual 
ceiling  on  flour  imports  by  the  Philippine  Republic,  market  development 
possibilities  for  United  States  wheat  flour  in  that  country  appear  quite 
encouraging,  according  to  Eral  0.  Pollock,  far  eastern  grain  marketing 
specialist  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Not  only  do  further  in- 
creases in  the  consumption  of  flour  products  appear  possible,  but  worth- 
while gains  in  the  United  States'  share  of  the  trade  could  be  assured  with 
the  use  of  appropriate  advertising  and  educational  programs « 

The  United  States  and  Canada  supply  virtually  all  of  the  flour  con- 
sumed in  the  Philippine  Republic.    During  1953-5^  (July-June),  United  States 
flour  exports  to  that  market  were  equivalent  to      037,000  bushels  of  wheat. 
Canadian  flour  exports  to  the  Philippine  Republic  that  same  year  were 
equivalent  to  5,316,000  bushels.    During  the  5-year  period  ending  with 
1953-5^;  United  States  flour  exports  to  the  Philippine  Republic  averaged 
^> 235, 000  bushels  annually  in  terms  of  wheat  and  Canadian  exports      925,  000 
bushels , 
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Philippine  use  of  wheat  products  has  made  substantial  gains  compared 
with  prewar  levels „    Bread  has  become  one  of  the  basic  food  items  for  an 
increasing  number  of  people,  especially  in  urban  areas.    In  such  areas, 
wheat  products  are  considered  a  desirable  food  to  be  placed  on  the  table 
for  at  least  one  meal,  each  day*    Rice  and  corn,  however 9  continue  to  be  the 
principal  cereal  foods  produced  and  consumed  in  most  sections  of  the  country. 

WEST  GERMANY  GRANTS  FRANCE  A 
500,000-TON  WHEAT  IMPORT  QUOTA 

West  Germany's  195*4—55  (August -Sept ember)  import  quota  for  French  wheat 
has,  been  increased  to  500,000  metric  tons  (l8,*4-00,000  bushels),  according 
to  the  Office  of  the  High  Commissioner  for  Germany,  at  Bonn.    The  increase 
was  provided  for  by  the  signing  on  January  1*+,  1955  of  an  agreement  extend- 
ing the  German-French  Trade  Agreement  of  January  2h}  1953-    In  addition,  the 
French  agreed  to  include  some  durum  wheat  in  their  shipments  to  Germany  this 
year. 

Last  year  (1953-5*0,  Germany  allowed  France  a  quota  of  250,000  tons 
(9,200,000  bushels).    The  durum  wheat  which  will  be  included  in' the  195*1-55 
deliveries  to  Germany  will  come  largely  from  French  Morocco  since  very  little 
durum  is  produced  in  France  itself.    Indications  are  that  France  will  send 
soft  wheat  to  Morocco  in  exchange  for  the  Moroccan  durum  sent  to  Germany. 

Last  year  (1953-5*0  j  France  imported  6*4-, 300  metric  tons  of  wheat  from 
French  Morocco,  most  of  it  durum  wheat  *  That  same  year,  French  exported 
a  total  of  306,14-00  tons  of  wheat  to  Germany,  most  of  it  soft  wheat.  There 
were  virtually  no  exports  of  wheat  from  France  to  French  Morocco  last  year. 
Germany  and  France  are  scheduled  to  begin  negotiations  for  a  3-year  agree- 
ment before  the  end  of  February.  The  purpose  is  to  assure  a  stable  market 
in  Germany  for  French  wheat  and  other  agricultural  products. 

SPANISH  EARLY-SEASON 
ORANGE  EXPORTS  DOWN 

Preliminary  estimates  indicate  that  Spanish  exchange  earnings  from 
orange  exports  during  the  195*4—55  marketing  season  may  be  only  two- 
thirds  as  large  as  the  1953-5*1-  earnings,  and  about  half  as  large  as  those 
in  1952-53*    This  season  the  Spani  sh  ora.nges-  are  under-sized  and  of  low 
quality,  due  to  fruit-fly  damage. 

During  the  first  week  in  February,  Spanish  trade  journals  reported  that 
the  November —January  shipments  of  oranges  had  been  reduced  by  30  percent 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  25  percent  to  France, ,20  percent  to  Germany,  and 
60  percent  to  the  Netherlands,  as  compared . with  the  previous  season. 


February  21,  1955 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


193 


AUSTRALIA'S  WHEAT 
HARVEST  SMALLER 

The  wheat  harvest  recently  completed  in  Australia  is  estimated  at 
about  167  million  bushels,  according  to  the  latest  official  estimate. 
This  is  about  at  the  prewar  level  (1935-39)  but  is  about  15  percent 
below  the  crops  of  the  past  2  years.    Though  smaller  than  those  crops, 
the  current  estimate  is  larger  than  was  forecast  earlier  in  the  season. 

Deliveries  by  farmers  to  the  Australian  Wheat  Board  so  far  indi- 
cate that  the  total  received  by  the  Board  may  be  about  lh6  million 
bushels.    Adding  the  carry-over  stocks,  estimated  at  93  million  bushels, 
to  the  deliveries  a  total  of  239  million  bushels  will  be  available  for 
heme  consumption,  exports  and  carry-over  into  the  next  season. 

Harvesting  of  the  current  crop  was  delayed  by  heavy  rains  during 
the  first  part  of  December  in  some  of  the  important  producing  areas. 
Seme  depreciation  in  grain  quality  is  attributed  to  that  wet  period- 
Later  harvest  weather  was  favorable,  and  the  later  harvested  grain  is 
said  to  be  of  higher  quality  than  that  harvested  earlier. 

A  separate  pool  for  the  marketing  of  rain-affected  wheat  will 
be  conducted  by  the  Australian  Wheat  Board  to  market  part  of  the  wheat 
affected  by  rain  just  prior  to  the  harvest.    At  least  6  million  bushels 
are  expected  to  be  handled.    After  local  stock  feed  demands  have  been 
met  there  would  be  a  fairly  large  surplus  for  export.    This  will  pro- 
bably be  salable  only  at  a  fairly  heavy  discount  on. the  price  for  fair 
average  quality  grain.    The  Board  has,  accordingly,  set  a  uniform 
dockage  of  16.6  cents  per  bushel  on  rain-affected  wheat,  which  is  to  be 
deducted  from  the  first  advance.    This  is  in  the  nature  of  a  safeguard 
to  the  Board,  and  the  growers  delivering  such  wheat  will  still  realize 
the  net  profits  accruing  from  sales. 

WEST  GERMAN  PEATMOSS 
PRICES  HIGHER 

Unfavorable  weather  in  West  Germany  last  year  did  not  permit  the 
drying  of  adequate  quantities  of  peatmoss,  and  the  resultant  acute  short- 
age has  been  reflected  in  higher  prices.    The  official  price  of  a  7-1/2 
cubic  foot  bale  of  horticultural  peatmoss,  f.o.b.  Bremen,  is  $1.42  to 
$1.52,  depending  on  the  quantity  purchased.    However,  there  are  reports 
of  sales  at  $1.75. 

1954  PRODUCTION  OF  DATES 
IN  IRAN  AND  IRAQ 

The  195^  production  of  dates  in  Iran  and  Iraq  is  estimated  at 
5^0,000  short  tons.    However,  about  33,000  tons  of  Iraq  dates  were 
severely  damaged  by  November  rains,  and  are  unsalable  for  human  consumption. 
Regional  production  of  dates  for  export  was  estimated  at  110,000  tons  from 
the  Basra  area,  and  132,000  tons  from  the  central  Euphrates  area. 


19b 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  70,  No.  8 


The  total  crop  in  Iran  is  estimated  at  15*4,000  tons,  -which  is  larger 
than  the  crops  in  recent  years.    This  heavier  production  was  due  to  the 
flood  waters  from  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates  rivers.    Quality  of  the  Iran 
date  crop  is  excellent. 

It  is  estimated  that  approximately  220,000  tons  of  the  crop  in  Iraq 
will  he  available  for  export,  and  about  33,000  tons  in  Iran. 

The  prices  paid  for  Basra  dates  for  the  United  States  market  have 
continued  unchanged  at  2-l/2  cents  a  pound  for  the  Hallawai  and  Khadhrawi, 
and  2  cents  a  pound  for  Sayir. 

URUGUAYAN  GOVERNMENT  ANNOUNCES 
NEW  EXCHANGE  RATE  FOB  WOOL  TOPS 

The  Uruguayan  Government's  National  Council  on  February  8  announced 
a  new  mixed  export  exchange  rate  of  2.0259  pesos  to  the  dollar  for  wool 
tops. 

The  Uruguayan  top  industry  has  been  largely  established  in  the  post- 
World  War  II  period.    During  the  war  and  early  postwar  period  Uruguay 
shipped  most  of  its  raw  wool  to  the  United  States.    When  a  more  normal 
pattern  of  wool  marketing  emerged,  many  importers  in  the  United  States 
began  buying  more  regular  quantities  from  Australia  and  other  prewar 
suppliers . 

Primarily,  to  offset  this  shift  and  stimulate  exports  to  the  United 
States,  the  Uruguayan  Government  established  a  preferential  export  rate 
of  2,35  pesos  to  the  dollar  for  wool  tops.    This  gave  a  considerable 
stimulus  to  exports,  especially  during  the  period  1950  to  1952.  These 
exports  resulted  in  considerable  disruption  in  the  United  States  wool 
market,  since  one  pound  of  tops  displaced  2  pounds  of  raw  wool  in  addition 
to  competing  with  the  domestic  top  manufacturer. 

The  United  States  Government  on  May  7>  1953  established  a  counter- 
vailing duty  of  18  percent  on  wool  tops  of  Uruguayan  origin.    The  export 
exchange  rate  at  that  time  was  2.15  pesos  to  the  dollar.    The  Uruguayan 
Government  lowered  this  rate  to  the  equivalent  of  1.9&7  pesos  to  the 
dollar  on  January  22,  195^,  and  the  United  States  reciprocated  by  lowering 
the  countervailing  duty  to  6  percent. 

The  recent  increase  in  the  export  exchange  rate  will  of  course 
necessitate  a  new  evaluation  of  the  Uruguyan  exchange  rates.    If  no  other 
exchange  rates  were  changed,  or  no  other  factors  established  which  offset 
this  recent  change  for  wool  tops,  it  ia  possible  that  the  United  States 
countervailing  duty  will  be  increased. 

Uruguayan  exports  of  wool  tops  by  country  of  destination  for  the  past 
3  seasons  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 
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URUGUAY :     Exports  of  Wool  Tope  by  Country  of  Destination 
1951-52,  1952-53;  1953-5^  and  October -December  1953  and  195I* 


Country 
of 

Destination 


October -September 


.1951-52 


Bales 


Austria  :  l/ 

Belgium  : 

Canada  :  l/ 

Israel  . . . ,  :  l/ 

Italy  : 

Japan   . : 

Netherlands   : 

Sweden   : 

Switzerland   : 

Union  of  South  Africa. :  1/ 

United  Kingdom  : 

United  States   : 

Other  Countries   :  

Total   : 


518 


2  111 

U78 

1,653 
223 

193 

6U5 
2k  ,81+9 
1,606 


30,379 


1952-53 


Bales 

3214 

^,685 

55 
706 

1,705 
8,623 
7,719 
1,075 
3,758 
207 
5,509 
9,^50 
1,620 


1*5,1436 


1953  ga 


Bales 


2/ 


kkl 
1,517 
215 
81+5 
1,961 
3,81+2 

15,107 
590 

^,35^ 
350 
3,783 
81+ 

V01 


3^,790 


Oc  tober -Dec  ember 


Bales 


57 
1+37 
111 
ll+6 
96 
361+ 

2,150 
11+1+ 

1,378 
226 

1,5^+3 

107 


6,759 


Bales 


k9 


77 
ll+6 

1,31+9 
2,1+95 
101 

121+ 

36 

155 
21+ 

559 


5,115 


Estimated  weight, 
Million  pounds 


18.2 


27.3 


20.9 


4.1 


3.1 


l7    If  any  included  in  other  countries.    2/  Top  exporters  report  this  figure  is 
erroneous  -  "  not  more  than  30  bales  exported  to  U.S.". 
SOURCE:    Camara  Mercantil  de  Products  del  Pais. 

CUBA  AUTHORIZES  LARGER  EXPORTS 
OF  BREEDING  CATTLE 

Larger  exports  of  registered  Brahman  (Cebu) ,  Brown  Swiss,  and  Santa 
Gertrudis  cattle  from  Cuba  are  likely  as  a  result  of  the  enactment  of  an  official 
decree  January  11  and  these  shipments  will  be  direct  competition  with  exports 
from  the  United  States.    Cuba's  share  of  the  export  market,  particularly  to  the 
subtropical  and  tropical  areas  of  Latin  America,  probably  will  increase  con- 
siderably within  the  next  few  years. 


Under  the  new  decree  Cuba  will  allow  exports  of  purebred  Brahman,  Brown 
Swiss  and  Santa  Gertrudis  cattle  in  accordance  with  an  annual  quota  fixed  by 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  based  upon  the  number  of  animals  born  and  regi- 
stered in  the  herd  books  of  the  respective  breeds  the  previous  year.  The 
ratio  of  bulls  and  cows  and  heifers  in  the  exports  for  each  breed  is  limited 
to  70  percent  bulls  and  30  percent  cows  or  heifers.    The  decree  authorized  the 
granting  of  export  quotas  for  purebred  cattle  of  other  breeds,  if  breed 
associations  for  those  breeds  are  established  in  the  future. 
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Legislation  enacted  August  27,  1953  permitted  only  100  pedigreed 
Brahman  Bulls  and  20  cows  or  heifers  of  the  breed  to  be  exported  each 
year,    Exports  of  Brown  Swiss  cattle  for  breeding  were  limited  to  50  bulls 
and  10  cows  or  heifers. 

Cuba  has  developed  seme  particularly  fine  specimens  of  Brahman  and 
Santa  Gertrudis  cattle,  mostly  from  imported  purebred  cattle  from  the 
United  States,  which  are  well  adapted  for  beef  production  in  that  climate 
and  have  been  used  extensively  in  upgrading  the  quality  of  the  native 
stock.    A  large  Texas  ranch,  which  developed  the  Santa  Gertrudis  breed 
and  is  the  largest  breeder  of  cattle  in  the  world,  established  a  ranch 
in  Cuba  last  year  and  imports  of  Santa  Gertrudis  cattle  by  other  breeders 
have  been  large  in  recent  years. 

The  Brown  Swiss  cattle  of  Cuba  are  dairy  cattle  and  many  are  the 
projeny  of  cattle  shipped  from  the  United  States. 

Imports  of  breeding  cattle  of  all  types  by  Cuba  during  1950-52  were 
reported  at  ^31  head,  110  and  1,021  head  respectively. 

MEXICAN  RANCHERS  BORROW  ON  JULY-DECEMBER 
CATTLE  EXPORT  QUOTA 

United  States  imports  of  cattle  from  Mexico  during  the  first  6  weeks 
of  1955  totaled  ll+0,000  head  according  to  special  reports  from  border 
inspectors  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the  U.  So  Department 
of  Agriculture.    Mexican  cattlemen  have  been  successful  in  securing 
advanced  utilization  of  some  of  the  export  quota  for  the  second  half  of 
1955. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  of  Mexico  in  late  December  announced 
an  export  quota  of  3^6,000  head  of  cattle  (and  meat  in  terms  of  live 
cattle)  during  the  year  of  1955.    This  quota  was  to  be  divided  in  2  half- 
year  quotas  of  equal  size.    But  the  January-June  quota  has  now  been 
increased  in  view  of  the  strong  demand  for  Mexican  cattle  in  the  United 
States . 

Recent  prices  for  good  feeder  cattle  from  Mexico  delivered  to 
El  Paso  averaged  around  21  cents  per  pound  for  calves,  19  to  20  for 
yearlings,  18  for  two-year  olds,  and  15j  to  16  cents  for  older  steers. 
Some  low-grade  steers  sold  as  low  as  I3J  cents  per  pound.    One  reason 
for  United  States  buyers  interested  in  the  Mexican  cattle  is  the  large 
shrinkage  in  crossing  over  to  the  United  States.    The  Mexican  cattle 
cross  the  border,  after  being  a  day  or  more  with  little  water  or  feed 
and  because  of  this  are  worth  more  per  pound  than  comparable  cattle  from 
neighboring  ranches  in  the  United  States  which  have  a  better  "fill".  Up 
to  this  time  a  relatively  large  part  of  the  cattle  shipped  from  Mexico 
have  been  older  steers  due  to  the  restricted,  movement  from  May  23,  1953 
to  January  1,  1955. 
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MEXICO  INTERESTED  IN  MILK 
ACCESSING  EQUIPMENT 

To  promote  more  effective  distribution  of  local  milk  production, 
the  Government  of  Mexico  is  studying  the  possibility  of  installing 
pasteurization  and  sterilization  equipment  in  various  locations.  The 
Government  is  seeking  to  contact  United  States  manufacturers  of  milk  pro- 
cessing machinery  and  processors  of  milk  products  who  can  supply  information 
on  (l)  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  pasteurization  and  sterili- 
zation processing  of  milk;  (2)  the  cost,  transportation  charges  and  cost 
of  installation  of  the  pasteurization  and  sterilization  equipment  and  (3) 
the  upkeep  and  operation  of  such  plants. 

The  study  is  being  made  by  the  Promotion  Department  of  the  Nacional 
Financeria,  S*A.,  a  Government-controlled  organization.    The  contemplated 
installations  are  in  regions  where  production  and  consumption  of  milk  are 
reported  to  be  an  estimated  180,000  and  225,000  pounds  of  milk  daily. 

Processors  and  manufacturers  interested  in  pursuing  the  inquiry  have 
been  asked  to  communicate  with  Senor  Luis  Equihus  Magana,  Promotion  Depart- 
ment, Nacional  Financeria,  S.A.,  Mexico,  D,F. 

LAG  IN  SALES  OF  JAPANESE  CIGARETTES 
CONTAINING  U.  S.  TOBACCO, 

Recent  sales  figures  issued  by  the  Japan  Monopoly  Corporation  indicate 
that  the  lower  priced  cigarette  brands.,  "Shinsei"  and  "Asahi"  are  gaining 
in  sales  at  the  expense  of  the  higher  priced  brands,  "Peace",  "Fuji"  and 
"Hikari".    Sales  of  cigarettes  in  the  first  half  of  Japan's  1954  fiscal 
year  (April  thru  September)  totaled  50,8  billion  pieces,  an  increase  of 
3.3  billion  or  7  percent  over  the  same  period  in  1953-    During  these  same 
periods  value  of  the  cigarettes  sold  increased  only  0.3  percent,  indicating 
that  the  increase  was  in  lower  priced  cigarettes  at  the  expense  of  other 
brands.    "Peace",  "Fuji"  and  Hikara"  cigarettes  contain  substantial  amounts 
of  American  flue-cured  tobacco  and  range  in  price  according  to  the  per- 
centage of  United  States  tobacco  used  in  the  blends. 

AUSTRALIA  EXPECTS  SMALLER  TOBACCO  CROP 
IN  195^-55  SEASON 

The  American  Embassy  at  Canberra  reports  that  high  prices,  received 
at  last  season^  ai:ction  sales,  appear  to  have  stimulated  increased  plant- 
ings for  the  j-95^-55  crop  year.    Estimated  acreage  rose  nearly  1.0  thousand 
acres  from  8.1  to  9»0  thousand  acres,  with  most  of  the  increase  divided 
between  Queensland  and  Victoria,  while  acreage  in  New  South  Wales  and 
Western  Australia  remained  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

Despite  the  larger  acreage  planted,  total  leaf  harvested  this  crop 
year  is  expected  to  reach  only  7«5  million,  pounds  compared  with  8.0  million 
pounds  last  year.    Lower  per  acre  yields  this  year  are  expected  because  of 
severe  Blue  Mold  damage  -caitsed  by  unfavorable  weather. 
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INDIA  BANS  SHORTS  OF 
UNGRADED  WOOL 

To  enforce  quality  standards,  the  Indian  Government  prohibited, 
effective  February  1,  1955,  the  export  of  all  sheep  wool  produced 
in  India  unless  such  -wool  is  graded  according  to  Government  specifica- 
tions.   Certain  standard  grades  have  been  established  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  and  Agriculture  in  consultation  with  the  trade.  Specifications 
of  these  grades  are  contained  in  the  revised  Wool  Grading  and  Marking 
Rules,  issued  by  the  Ministry  in  June  195U . 

DUTCH  AND  DANES  CAPTURING  BOLIVIAN 
PROCESSED  MILK  MARKET 

Although  official  import  figures  for  195 V  are  not, yet  available, 
reliable  sources  estimate  that  Bolivian  purchases  of  processed  milk 
products  will  run  about  3  times  greater  than  1953  takings  and  most 
of  the  import  business  is  being  done  in  Dutch  and  Danish  milk  products. 

During  1953,  as  determined  from  derived  sources,  Bolivia  imported 
just  under  1.5  million  pounds  of  dried  whole  milk.    The  Netherlands 
accounted  for  more  than  one-half  this  amount  and  Denmark  delivered 
about  one-third  the  Bolivian  imports  of  dried  whole  milk.    The  United 
States  share  of  the  market  during  1953  ""as  only  2*4,000  pounds. 
During  195^,  -with  imports  allegedly  increasing  three-fold,  the  United 
States  has  sold  only  1,275  pounds  of  dried  whole  milk  to  Bolivia 
during  the  11  month  period  ending  November  30. 

The  Ministry  of  Economy  is  the  sole  importer  of  these  products 
on  an  open  bidding  basis  and  Dutch  and  Danish  firms  obtained  the  bulk 
of  the  contracts  at  landed  prices  which  are  reported  to  approximate 
32  cents  per  pound;  the  same  source  estimates  that  dried  whole  milk 
of  United  States  origin  was  quoted  at  65  cents  per  pound.  During 
November  195^  bhe  Dutch  f .o.b.  export  price  was  2k  cents  per  pound 
while  the  United  States  wholesale  price  for  dried  whole  milk  in  car 
lots  was  32.0  cents  per  pound  to  3^.5  cents  per  pound  at  New  York. 

The  sale  of  whole  milk  at  retail  in  Bolivia  is  controlled  and 
all  brands  are  sold  at  the  same  price,  no  matter  what  the  source  of 
the  milk.    A  pound  tin  of  dried  whole  milk  is  currently  quoted  at 
150  bolivianos,  which  at  the  official  rate  of  190  bolivianos  to  $1 
is  79  cents. 

In  1953  the  United  States  with  U  1*4 ,000  pounds  of  evaporated 
milk  exports  to  Bolivia  did  about  30  percent  of  the  total  evaporated 
business    of    that  country.    In  the  first  11  months  of  195^  United 
States'  exports  of  evaporated  milk  had  dropped  to  less  than  11,000 
pounds.     In  1953  the  Netherlands  accounted  for  approximately  50 
percent  of  the  Bolivian  imports  of  evaporated  milk  and  it  is  believed 
that  they  did  a  much  larger  part  of  the  195^  business.    The  Dutch 
evaporated  milk  product  had  an  f. o.b.  prica  during  November  195^  of 
11.3  cents  per  pound. 
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Denmark  has  maintained  its  premier  position  in  the  Bolivian  market 
in  the  sale  of  condensed  milk.    During  1953  Denmark,  with  exports  to 
Bolivia  of  more  than  1.9  billion  pounds,  accounted  for  about  75  percent 
of  the  Bolivian  imports,    The  United  States  shipped  3^,000  pounds  of 
condensed  milk  to  Bolivia  in  1953  but  no  shipments  have  been  reported 
during  I95U.    Canada  reported  1953  shipments  of  118,000  pounds  of  con- 
densed milk  to  Bolivia,  but  it  appears  as  though  Canada  has  also  been 
replaced  in  the  Bolivian  market. 

Estimates  of  the  currently  monthly  import  requirements  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Economy  for  processed  milk  products  amount  to  about  1*50,000 
pounds  of  dried  whole  milk,  ^36,800  pounds  of  condensed  milk  and 
i+13,250  pounds  of  evaporated  milk.    With  these  requirements  and  the 
reported  differences  in  bid  prices  the  Ministry  of  Economy  has  stated  it 
cannot  afford  United  States  milk. 

JAMAICA  RELAXES  DAIRY  PRODUCTS  IMPORT 
REQUIREMENTS 

Jamaica  General  notice  No.  1U52  of  January  20,  1955  includes  cheese 
and  powdered  milk  among  the  list  of  items  which  may  be  imported  into 
Jamaica  from  any  country  under  the  open  general  licensing  provisions  require 
that:     (l)  the  goods  imported  under  license  must  have  been  produced  wholly 
within  the  country  of  export;  (2)  the  importer  is  required  to  produce  a 
certificate  of  origin  for  the  imports;  prior  approval  of  the  Exchange 
Control  Authority  must  be  obtained  for  payment  of  goods  imported  under  the 
general  license  from  a  country  other  than  the  country  of  origin;  and  (3) 
nothing  in  the  license  shall  be  construed  as  authorizing  imports  of  goods 
which  are  prohibited  under  Jamaican  legislation. 

CHILE  TO  ALLOW  1,000  TONS  OF 
DRY  MILK  DUTY  FREE 

The  text  of  Decree  No.  1177*1  of  January  25,  1955  of  the  Chilean 
Ministry  of  Finance  which  has  just  been  received  by  the  Foreign  Agri- 
cultural Service  announces  the  decision  to  allow  the  importation  of  2.2 
million  pounds  of  dried  milk  imports  free  of  any  customs  duties.  The 
milk  is  destined  for  Chilean  pasteurizing  plants  for  reconstitution  and  sale 
as  fresh  milk  during  1955*    One  proviso  in  the  decree  states  that  at 
least  30  percent  of  the  imports  must  be  set  aside  for  distribution  in  the 
north,  including  the  province  of  Coquimbo. 

The  decree  does  not  state  whether  the  milk  powder  referred  to  is 
dry  whole  milk  or  nonfat  dry  milk  solids.    Since  no  mention  is  made  of 
recombining  with  butteroil,  it  is  thought  that  dry  whole  milk  is  the 
product.    The  duty  on  dry  milk  is  currently  reported  as  1.7  pesos  per 
pound  plus  3  percent  surtax  based  on  duty  paid  value;  with  a  peso  value 
of  .5  cents  a  pound  of  dry  whole  milk  would,  have  over  2  cents  a/Med  to 
its  c.i.f.  price. 
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The  Ministry  also  states  in  its  decree  that  any  difference  accumulating 
hetween  the  price  of  the  milk  as  sold  and  the  total  cost  will  he  added  to 
the  Fondo  de  Desayuno  Escolar,  (School  Breakfast  Fund. $ 

WEST  GERMANY  INCREASES 
COTTON  IMPORTS 

West  Germany's  cotton  imports  of  395,000  hales  (500  pounds  gross)  dur- 
ing the  first  4  months  (August-November)  of  the  1954-55  marketing  year 
represent  an  increase  of  8  percent  over  imports  of  367,000  hales  in  the 
corresponding  months  of  1953-54,  according  to  Arthur  D.  Foley,  Consul, 
American  Consulate  General,  Bremen.    Imports  from  the  United  States  during 
the  current  period  amounted  to  30  percent  of  the  total  as  compared  with 
only  17  percent  a  year  ago.    Increases  were  also  reported  in  imports  from 
Brazil  and  Mexico,  offsetting  decreased  imports  from  Turkey,  Peru,  the 
Belgian  Congo,  the  Anglo-Egyptian  Sudan,  and  Syria. 

FEDERAL  REPUBLIC  OF  GERMANY:    Imports  of  cotton  from  major 
countries  of  origin;  average  1934-38;  annual  1951-53; 
August-November  1953  and  1954 


(Equivalent  bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Country  of  Origin 

:          Year  beginning  August  1 

:  August-November 

: Average 
: 1934-38 

;  1951 

;  1952 

:  1953 

:    !953  1 

1954 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000  : 

1,000 

:  bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

:  bales  : 

bales 

Anglo-Egyptian  Sudan 

'  T1 

:  0.6 

:  27.8 

:  25.6 

!  18.8:* 

5-5 

Argentina 

:  1+9-0 

:  .4 

:  8.4 

:  10.8 

:  4.4: 

2.0 

Belgian  Congo 

:  12.7 

:  37-5 

:  75.9 

:  42.0 

:  18.6: 

7-5 

Brazil 

:  284.8 

:  65.O 

.7 

:  213.6 

:  57-2: 

80.0 

British  East  Africa 

:  35.3 

:  56.9 

:  38.9 

:•■  10.5: 

15.4 

Egypt 

174.1 

:  58.1 

:  126.8 

127.9 

29.5: 

26.3 

India 

117.6 

:  4.5 

:  23.2 

:  7.3 

2.9: 

.6 

Iran  : 

2/  21.2- 

11.2- 

37.8 

30.8: 

6.2: 

5.7 

Mexico  : 

18.9 

85.6. 

89.3: 

42.8: 

58.2 

Nicaragua  a: 

V- 

•  7: 

26.8: 

54.6: 

20.0: 

20.9 

Pakistan  : 

30.5: 

92.  4: 

35-2: 

2.7: 

2.9 

Peru  : 

03.2: 

9.2: 

31.9: 

55.2: 

27. 0: 

17.3 

Syria  : 

3-5: 

38.5: 

39-3: 

7-9: 

2.1 

Turkey                        '  : 

S8.3! 

131.3: 

13M: 

67.4: 

27.9: 

14. 9 

United  States  : 

300.8: 

li66.it : 

275 .5 : 

376.7: 

6I.9: 

118.0 

Other  countries  : 

83.3: 

10.6: 

4/  U.7: 

5/  49.1: 

28.3: 

17.2 

Total           :  ; 

1,175.0: 

883.7: 

1,084.2: 

1,263.7: 

366.6: 

3^.5 

1/  If  any,  included  in    Other  countries.      2/  4 -year  average.  3/Included 
in  India  prior  to  1947.    4/  El  Salvador  20,957  bales.    5/  Afghanistan  23,342 


"bales. 

Source:  Per  Ausviartigo  Handel  Deutschland  and  Monathiche  Nachweise  uber 
den  Auawaritigen  Handel  and  official  reports. 
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Cotton  consumption  in  West  Germany  amounting  to  i+2^,0C0  bales  in 
Augusfc-Ifovember  195^  represented  an  increase  of  6  percent  over  the.  hOl  000 
TontL7:T      in**™™™'***  1953,  and  the  outlook  for  the  next  feu 
™™%  •  fr°ra?le'    E)°tail  sale3  <*  textiles  of  all  kinds  were  up  9 
IZt  DeC9mLejr  December  1953,  and  sales  for  the  calendar 

year  195^  vere  up  h  percent  from  calendar  year  1953 . 

to  PU^mnVP  St0°kf  ln  W6Storn  Germany  on  November  30,  195*4 ,  amounted 
In  llZU   m  '  UP  ^  PQrcent  stocks  of  179,000  held  a  year  earlier. 

No  statistics  are  available  on  stocks  owned  by  dealers  or  on  consignment 
stocks  owned  by  foreign  shippers,  but  private  estimates  place  these  stocks 
on  December  31,  I95U,  at  about  50,000  bales,  50  percent  of  which  is  believed 
to  be  of  United  States  growth, 

The  price  of  United  States  cotton  continues  to  hold  at  levels  competitive 
with  other  comparable  growths.     Quotations  from  a  private  price  digest  which 
relate  prices  of  various  growths  with  the  nearest  comparable  quality  of 
United  States  cotton  are  shown  in  the  table  on  Page  202.    prices  reported 
represent  averages  of  quotations  made  to  20  to  30  West  German  mills  in  early 
January  1955 . 

(See  Price  Table  on  next  Page) 
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Issued  recently  and  available  free  upon 
request  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service, 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington, 
25,  D.C. 

Philippine  Demand  for  U.S.  Flour  Expected  to  Increase.  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  FG  6-55. 

Philippine  Copra,  Coconut  Oil,  and  Desiccated  Coconut  Situation 
Third  Quarter  I95U .    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FF0  3-55. 

Tobacco  Production  and  Trade  of  Jamaica.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FT  ^-55. 

Foreign  Agriculture  magazine,  February  issue.  . 

Foreign  Agricultural  Trade  Digest,  February  issue.     (A  new 
FAS  publication,  containing  current  information  on  U.  S. 
foreign  agricultural  trade  previously  published  in 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  nnd  Foreign  Agricultural  Trade. 
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WEST  GERMAN  COTTON  IMP0ETS-- (Continued  from  preceding  page) 

Western  Germany:    Cotton  quotations  inU.  S.  cents  per  pound 
c.i.f.  Bremen/Hamburg,  as  received  "by  West  German  mills 
on  or  about  January  10,  1955  1/ 


Brazil 

About  Type'  5  . 

Middling  1  inch   •.  35.75 

About  Type  k , 

Strict  Middling  1  inch    !*0.35 

Mexico 

Matamoros  Torreon, 

Strict  Middling  l-l/l6  inch  1*0.35 

Mexicali  SM  l-l/l6  inch  ...  1*0.50 


Nicaragua 

About  M  l-l/l6  inch  39.00 

About  SM  1-1/16  inch   39.65 

ggypt 

Ashmouni,  Fully  Good, 

1-1/32  to  1-1/8  inch  ......  1*7.90 

Syria 

Texas  100,  about  SM 

very  light  spotted 

1-1/32  to  1-1/16  inch  39.30 

Uganda 

AE  BP  52,  about  SM  bright 

1-1/8  to  1-5/32  inch   ^5.10 

Pakistan 

American  seed,  roller  gin  NT 

about  M  light  spotted 

1-1/32  inch    39.35 

AM.  seed,  roller  gin  289  F 

about  M  light  spotted 

1-1/32  inch   ^0.35 

Iran 

Cokers,  about 

SM  I-I/16  inch    39.^5 


U.  S.  (nearest  comparable  quality) 


Memph  is/ Orleans /Texas 

Middling  1  inch    39.05 

m/o/t 

Strict  Middling  1  inch  ...  39.75 

M/O/T  SM  l-l/l6  inch  ill.  10 

M/o/T  SM  l-l/l6  inch  1*1.10 

M/o/T  M  l-l/l6  inch   1*0.30 

M/o/T  SM  l-l/l6  inch  1*1.10 

California 

SM  1-1/8  inch   1*1.70 

M/O/T  SM  l-l/l6  inch  1)1.10 

Calif.  SM  1-1/8  inch   1*1.70 

M/O/T  M  1-1/32  inch    39.80 

M/o/T  M  1-1/32  inch   39.80 

M/O/T  SM  1-1/16  inch  .....  1*1.10 


l/  Mostly  Jan/Feb,  and  in  part  March  shipment,  cash  on  arrival  (partly  |$ 
quality  franchise).    Quotations  for  U.S.  and  Mexican  cotton  based  on 
May  1955  N.I.  (3^.90  cents  per  pound). 
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WORLD  FLAXSEED  PRODUCTION  UP  6  PERCENT 

World  production  of  flaxseed  in  195^  ia  placed  at  130  million  bushels 
according  to  the  second  estimate  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.  This 
is  an  increase  of  6  percent  from  estimated  production  in  1953 ,  now  revised 
to  123  million  bushels,  and  the  largest  outturn  since  1950. 

The  estimated  increase  from  1953  of  almost  7  million  bushels  was  due 
to  larger  crops  in  the  United  States,  Argentina  and  Canada.  Somewhat 
smaller  crops,  however,  were  harvested  in  India,  Mexico,  Turkey,  Morocco 
and  Europe. 

North  American  output  showed  a  gain  of  12  percent  from  1953.  Canada 
harvested  11,291,000  bushels  or  Ik  percent  more  than  in  the  previous  year 
and  one-fifth  more  than  the  10-year  (19H-I953)  average.    The  1.2  million 
acres  sown  to  flaxseed  was  almost  one-fourth  larger  than  in  1953.     It  is 
reported  that  the  main  incentive  to  the  increase  in  acreage  may  have  been 
that  flaxseed  is  among  those  crops  not  subject  to  delivery  quotas  in 
Canada.    Production  in  the  United  States  of  ^1,53^,000  bushels  is  the 
fourth  largest  ever  harvested,  exceeding  1953  by  13  percent.  Near-record 
plantings  reflected  a  diversion  from  wheat,  which  was  under  acreage  allot- 
ments.   Harvested  area  at  5,663,000  acres  was  the  second  largest  of  record, 
but  yields  per  acre  averaged  the  lowest  since  1936,    Mexico's  production 
was  down  one -third. 

European  flaxseed  production  is  estimated  to  have  declined  about 
8  percent.    Output  in  Sweden  and  the  United  Kingdom  dropped  sharply  as 
a  result  of  the  drastic  cuts  in  acreage .    Unfavorable  weather  probably 
reduced  production  in  the  Balkans.    Harvests  in  Belgium,  the  Netherlands 
and  possibly  France  exceeded  1953  crops.     It  appears  that  production  in 
the  Soviet  Union  continues  to  be  below  prewar. 

In  Asia,  195^  flaxseed  production  was  slightly  less  than  in  1953 • 
India's  crop  at  1*4.2  million  bushels  was  down  one  percent  due  to  a  email 
decrease  in  acreage  and  adverse  weather  in  3  of  the  major  producing 
states.    Pakistan's  output  maintained  the  level  of  the  previous  2  years. 
A  significant  decline,  however,  occurred  in  Turkey  whose  harvest  at 
591,000  bushels  was  almost  kO  percent  less  than  in  1953,  the  result  of 
a  10  percent  drop  in  acreage  and  lower  yields  per  acre. 

South  America's  flaxseed  outturn  may  have  increased  about  10  percent. 
The  crop  just  harvested  in  the  Argentine  is  estimated  officially  at  18.5 
million  bushels  from  1,8  million  harvested  acres.    This  is  15  percent 
more  than  the  1953  crop  which  has  been  revised  upward  considerably  to 
16.1  million  bushels.    The  Government  undertook,  particularly  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Buenos  Aires,  a  campaign  to  encourage  the  planting  of  flaxseed 
and  increased  its  support  price  by  15  percent.    Apparently  as  a  result 
of  this  campaign  and  also  the  unfavorable  weather  which  reduced  wheat 
seedings  in  some  areas,  plantings  were  increased  by  127.C00  acres.  Flax- 
seed plantings  in  Uruguay  failed  to  meet  early  expectations  and  apparently 
did  not  exceed  the  previous  year's.    The  first  estimate  shows  a  crop  of 
2.k  million  bushels  which  appears  to  be  the  smallest  harvest  since  19^2-^3 , 
Output  in  Brazil  is  believed  to  have  maintained  the  1953  level. 
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African  production  may  have  been  down  about  5  percent.    The  tentative 
forecast  of  output  in  French  Morocco  alone ,  the  major  flax -producing 
country,  reflects  a  10  percent  drop  from  1953 « 

In  Oceania,  production  in  195^  possibly  may  have  been  double  the 
1953  output.    This  is  based  on  the  report  that  the  demand  for  seed  in 
Australia  for  planting  the  195^  crop  was  heavier  and  the  fact  that  acreage 
in  New  Zealand  reportedly  was  double  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Flaxseed  production  in  1955  niay  again  be  substantial,  probably 
approximating  the  past  season's.    With  acreage  allotments  still  in  effect 
for  wheat,  plantings  in  the  United  States  likely  will  be  large — possibly 
at  about  the  195^-  level.    Average  yields,  however,  could  result  in  a 
sizable  expansion  in  production.    A  substantial  increase  in  acreage  re- 
portedly is  expected  in  California  and  Arizona. 

It  is  too  early  to  speculate  on  plans  in  the  Argentine.    It  is 
conceivable,  however,  that  emphasis  will  continue  to  be  placed  on  in- 
creased plantings.    A  significant  decrease  in  planted  area  was  predicted 
in  India. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricul- 
tural production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    It  is  based  in  part  upon  re- 
ports of  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  U,  S.  representatives  abroad. 

DECREASE  IN  INDIA'S 
195^-55  COTTON  CROP 

Current  estimates  place  India's  195^-55  cotton  crop  at  approximately 
3,850,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross).    This  figure  represents  a  slight  modi- 
fication of  earlier  forecasts,  but  exceeds  the  1953-51+  crop  of  3,730,000 
bales  by  about  3  percent,  according  to  V.  Krishnamurthy,  American  Consulate 
General,  Bombay.    Unfavorable  weather  conditions  in  December  reportedly 
retarded  late  development  of  bolls  and  the  uneven  distribution  of  rainfall 
may  have  contributed  to  sub-normal  yields  in  certain  areas.    About  50  per- 
cent of  the  crop  is  usually  harvested  by  the  end  of  December,  but  arrivals 
from  this  year's  crop  at  interior  markets  continue  to  lag  behind  last  year. 

Mill  consumption  continues  to  be  slightly  higher  than  last  season, 
amounting  to  936,000  bales  in  the  August-October  195*+  period,  as  compared  j 
with  931*000  bales  in  the  comparable  period  of  1953*    Indian  cotton  accounts 
for  about  85  percent  of  current  consumption,  United  States  cotton  for  about 
6  percent,  Egyptian  5  percent,  and  East  African  h  percent. 

India's  cotton  imports  in  August-December  195^  were  1^3,000  bales,  the 
same  as  a  year  earlier.    Major  sources  this  year  were  Egypt,  the  United  States, 
and  Kenya.    Exports  of  some  types  of  Indian  cotton  are  subject  to  export  quota. 
The  195^-55  quota  of  200,000  Indian  bales  (163,000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 
includes  100,000  Indian  bales  of  Bengal  desi,  75,000  Indian  bales  of  Mathias, 
Dholleras,  Kalagins,  C  PI,  C  P  II,  Central  India  desi,  and  Oomra  desi,  up  to 
ll/l6  inch,  and  25,000    Indian  bales  of  old  crop  cotton  up  to  3/k  inch. 

India's  cotton  stocks  on  August  31,  195^,  totaled  989,000  bales  or  about 
3  month4 s  mill  requirements.    Later  data  are  not  available. 


Fehmarj  PI,  1955 
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INDIA:     Imports  of  cotton  by  countries  of  origin; 
average  19^5-^9;  annual  1951-53; 
August -Dec ember  1953  and  1954 
 (Equivalent  "bales  of  500  pounds  gross)   


Country  of 
Origin 


_Averag_e 


Year  beginning  August  1 


1951 


1952 


1953 


August -Dec ember 


1953 


195^ 


1,000 
bales 


Brazil   :  7 

Egypt   :  2l49 

Kenya  :  157 

Pakistan   :2/  132 

Peru  ;  13 

Sudan  :  30 

Tanganyika  :  25 

United  States   :  71 

Other  countries  .... ;  l6 

Total               .  . . .  tTJ  648 


1,000 
bales 


1,000 
bales 


1,000 
bales 


1,000 
bales 


1,000 
bales 


1/ 


3/ 


116 

95 

10 
1)4 
11 

k 


1/ 


1/ 


1.026 


2  Oil 
195 

4 

63 
7 

77 
13 


0 

200 
117 
0 


3/ 


£3 


^3 
1 

125 
8 


3/ 
3/ 


0 
49 
37 

0 


39 


12 
6 

153 


1/  If  any  included  in  "Other  countries  ,  2/  3 -year  average,  3/  Less  than  500 
bales,    kj  Figures  do  not  add  to  total  because  of  Pakistan  3-year  average. 

Sour c e :    Accounts  Relating  to  the  Sea-borne  Trade  and  Navigation  of  India ; 
reports  of  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  U.S.  representatives  abroad. 


0 
39 
53 
0 
1 

9 
8 
32 
1 

1U3 


INDIA:    Exports  of  cotton  by  countries  of  destination; 

averages  1935-39  and  19^5-49 ;  annual  1952  and  1953; 
August-December  1953  arid  1954 
 (Equivalent  bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  


Country  of 
destination 


Year  beginning  August  1 


August -Dec ember 


1235^39 


Averages 


1952 


1953 


1953 


I95I4 


1,000 
bales 
10.0 
1*16.7 
155.9 
137.9 
90.7 
1,231.5 
33-4 

393.  Q 

76,8 


2/ 


1,000 
bales 

11.7 
67.O 

173.1 

4.5 
11.4 

51,0 
22.6 
7^-7 
90.3 
.61.7 
5637o 


1,000 
bales 


1,000 
bales 


1,000 
bales 


2.0 

16.6 

18.6 

17.5 
12.6 

142.8 
20.3 
16  u6 
36.O 
8.9 


~1.4; 

1.3: 
6.9: 
3.2: 

^7.5: 
6.7: 

12.4: 
9.8: 
1.3 


291.9 


91.8: 


0  .7 
•7 
3.0 

1,7 
.2 

20,1 

2.1 

3.0 

5.3 

.7 


37.5 


1,000 
bales 


Australia  :l/ 

Belgium  .  „  

France  

Germany   , 

Italy  , 

J  apan   , 

Netherlands   : 

United  Kingdom  : 

United  States  ......: 

Other  countries  ....  ;3/  382.^ 

Total  . :  2,659.1 

1/  4 -year  average.  2/  3 -year  average.  3/  Includes  China  24377,  Poland  25.2, 
Korea  21.4,  French  Indochina  18.4  . 


0.7 
1.9 
3.3 
1.3 
1.6 

32.9 
2.9 

7.1* 
4.5 

1.9 


Source:  Accounts  Relating  to  the  Sea-borne  Trade  and  Navigation  of  India  and 
reports  of  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  U.S.  representatives  abroad. 
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EDIBLE  PEANUT  PRICES  VARY  SLIGHTLY 
DURING  CURRENT  SEASON 


Edible  peanut  prices  in  European  markets  have  remained  steady  in  recent 
months.    Where  comparisons  are  available  from  October  to  date,  there  has 
been  either  no  change  or  a  slight  decline  during  the  first  half  of  February. 

PEANUTS  (edible):    Quotations  in  European  markets, 
October-February  1954-55  1/ 


1954 


Country  and  description 


1955  2/ 


"Oct. 


Nov. 


Shelled  : 
Union  of  South  Africa,  spot  : 

Natal  60/70 '  s  . . . :  17 .1 

Union  of  South  Africa,  c.i.f.  forward  : 

Natal  60/70* s  :  16.7 

India  ci.f.  forward  : 

H.P.S.  55/60's   - 

In  shell  : 

Libyan,  spot,  duty  paid  D ........... :  17  -7 

Libyan,  forward. .....  :  15  <>6 

Israel ,  c  and  f  f  orward.  c . :  16 . 3 

Israel,  spot.,  

Indian  18/20 1  s  c  and  f  :  - 

Indian  18/20' s  net  delivered  , ........ : 

Egyp  tian  c .  i .  f ......  »  ..„..-,  : 

Madagascar  peanuts:  : 

Valencian,  common,  spot  .......,...:  15.0 

Standard,  spot. .......  ...,.....<........:  11.3 

Velencian  common,  c  and  f.  *..«...:  15-0 

Velencian  superior,  c  and  f  ..:  16.5 

Standard  c  and  f ........ . . . . . .  • » . ....... :  11 .1 


Cent 


Dec 


'Jan.   "  Feb. 


per  pound 


17  cl 

16  .9 

16  9 

15.2 

16 .7 

16.6: 

16,6 

3/ 

12.2 

12.3 

11.8 

18.  4 

■  18.4 

.  17^6 

16.8 

15.6 

:  15.6 

:  15.6 

:  15.6 

15.6 

16.3 

16.5 

16.5 

19.0 

19.6 

19.0 

I8.9 

•  13.1* 

12.9 

13.1 

13-0 

14.6 

14.8 

15.0 

14.8 

14.4 

y 

;  4/ 

10.5 

11.4 

14.7 

.  14.4 

15.9 

:  15-3 

10.  '4 

:  10.7 

Marches  Coloniaux  du  Monde,  Paris.    2/  Average  of  quotations  in  Pablic  Ledger 
February  5  and  12.    3/  No  offerings  until  June/ July.    4/ Quotations  for 
Madagascar  peanuts  not  available  as  of  February  21,  1955- 

•NIGERIAN  FURCEASES  OF  PALM 
KERNELS  UP;  PALM  OIL  DOWN 

Total  purchases  of  palm  kernels  in  Nigeria  during  the  year  ending 
December  30,  195*+,  were  up  moderately  from  the  year  before,  but  palm  oil 
■purchases  declined  about  3  percent,  reports  E.  R.  Williams,  Vice  Consul, 
American  Consulate  General,  Lagos.    Data  for  1954,  which  are  provisional 
and  subject  to  revision,  and  comparable  1953  figures,  are  shown  in  the 
following  table: 
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NIGERIA;     Palm  kernel  and  palm  oil  purchases, 
1953  and  195^ 


(Short  tons) 


Commodity 

1953 

:    195^  1/ 

Palm  oil 

517,167 

Technical  ( total)  .„. , .,  

Grade  I  

 :  117^56 

89,892 

;  68,601 

Grade      II . . ,  

Grade  IIII.   , 

Plantation,  ,  ,  

Special  Grade  ,  . . . 

:  10,112 

:  11,179 

12,986 

139 

Total  palm  oil 

• 

:  251,120 

■  21*2,51*2 

1/  Provisional, 

Purchases  of  palm  kernels  increased  in  195^  hy  some  31,000  short  tons 
while  total  palm  oil  purchases  dropped  by  about  8,600  tons.    The  decrease 
in  total  palm  oil  purchases  was  due  chiefly  to  the  drop  in  Technical  oil, 
as  purchases  of  Special  Grade  oil  were  up  by  20,000  tons.    The  increase  in 
purchases  of  Special  Grade  oil  is  a  reflection  of  the  policy  of  the  Market- 
ing Board  to  encourage  a  greater  outturn  of  higher  quality  oil  through 
differential  pricing.    Also,  this  is  largely  the  reason  for  the  smaller 
purchases  of  Technical  oil.     (See  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FF0  21-^1+, 
"Vegetable  Oils  and  Oilseeds  Situation  in  Nigeria,    December  20,  195I* . ) 

Figures  are  not  yet  available  as  to  palm  produce  purchases  for  the 
current  season  which  opened  on  December  31,  195^ .    It  is  understood,  how- 
ever, that  purchases  have  been  unusually  low,  at  least  in  the  Eastern  Peg ion 
which  supplies  the  hulk  of  the  palm  products. 

Basic  producer  prices  for  palm  products  for  the  1955  season  in  the 
Northern  Region  are  the  same  as  those  reported  for  the  Western  Region. 
(See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  January  21+ ,  1955,  page  100.)  The 
producer  price  of  palm  kernels  in  the  Southern  Cameroons  is  £  31  P©r 
long  ton  ($77-50  per  short  ton),  but  the  price  for  palm  oil  in  this  area 
was  not  obtained.    Sales  in  the  Northern  Region  and  in  the  Southern 
Cameroons,  as  in  the  Western  Region,  are  subject  to  a  Produce  Sales  Tax 
of  t  1  per  long  ton  ($2„50  per  short  ton) . 

PHILIPPINE  COPRA 
EXPORTS  UP  IN  JANUARY 

Philippine  copra  exports  during  January  1955  totaled  59,783  long  tons, 
an  increase  of  7  percent  from  the  previous  month  and  19  percent  from 
January  195^ . 
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The  breakdown  of  the  January  1955  copra  exports  by  country  of  desti- 
nation is  as  follows:    United  States— 22,393  tons  ( Atlantic -k ,1 8k ,  G-ulf- 
500,  Pacific -17, 709) ;  Canada- -2, 000;  Germany --2,000 ;  Italy— 2,500 ;  the 
Netherlands- -13. 950;  Norway- -2 ,000;  Europe,  unspecified— 9, 600;  Israel— 
1,500;  Colomhia- -1,015:  and  Venezuela- -2, 825  tons. 

January  exports  of  coconut  oil  amounted  to  5,^49  tons,  a  decline  of 
14  percent  from  December  1954  "but  57  percent  above  the  volume  shipped  in 
January  1954.     The  entire  January  shipments  of  oil  went  to  the  United 
States  (Atlantic  5,099,  Pacific-350) . 

The  following  revisions  were  reported  in  the  December  copra  figures: 
Atlantic- -900;  total  56,130. 

The  copra  export  price  in  mid-Fehruary  'was  $172.50  to  $175.00  per 
short  ton,  c.i.f .  Pacific.    Local  buying  prices  in  Manila  were  28. 50  to 
31,50  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($144,79  to  $160.03)  per  long  ton. 


LATE  NEWS 


(Continued  from  Page  190) 

Recent  reports  indicate  that  the  Government  of  Greece  is  planning 
a  1955-5fc>  cotton  crop  goal  which  would  increase  by  25  percent  the  record 
I95V-55  level  of  production.    Current  estimates  place  1954-55  acreage  at 
270,000;  production  at  180,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross) .    As  incentives 
to  encourage  the  attainment  of  the  expanded  goal,  the  Government  has 
taken  the  following  steps:     (1)  removed  the  export  tax  and  all  quantitative 
restrictions  on  cotton  exports;  (2)  liberalized  credit  advances  on  addi- 
tional land'  planted  to  cotton;  and  (3)  made  provisions  for  the  advancement, 
pf  the  equivalent  of  about  $1,000,000  additional  financing  through  an 
established  credit  medium  to  finance  new  facilities  for  irrigating  cotton. 


United  States  exports  of  cotton  in  December,  1954  totalled  515,000 
bales  of  500  pounds  gross" (497,000  running  bales)  making  a  total  of 
1,692,000  bales  for  August-December,  1954.    The  principal  destinations 
in  December  were  Japan  76,000  bales;  France  73,000;  the  United  Kingdom 
65,000;    Western  Germany  51,000;  Italy  37,000;  Canada  36,000;  India 
24  ,  000;  anrl  Korea  20,000. 
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